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Induction of fertile estrus during lactation in sows 
Abstract 
Our objective was to determine the effectiveness of inducing estrus during lactation by reducing the 
nursing load of the sow between 2 and 4 weeks after farrowing. lactating sows were separated from their 
litters for either 6 (20 sows) or 12 (10 sows) hr/day between 2 and 4 weeks postpartum. For comparison, 
the litters of other sows were weaned at either 2 (13 sows) or 4 (16 sows) weeks of age. Estrus was 
induced in 13 of 20 (65%) sows and 5 of 10 (50%) sows that were separated from their litters for 6 or 12 
hr/day during lactation, respectively, compared with 0/13 and 0/16 sows weaned at 2 or 4 weeks. The 18 
sows that showed estrus during lactation averaged 5.9 days from the first day of litter separation to 
estrus compared with 4.4 and 4.2 days from weaning to estrus for sows weaned at 2 or 4 weeks. Fertility 
traits (number of corpora lutea, eggs fertilized, fertilization rate, eggs cleaved, and cleavage rate) were 
unaffected by treatment. Daily separation of sows from their litters for at. least 6 hr/day resulted in 60% of 
the sows showing synchronous estrus in 4 to 8 days with fertility similar to that of sows weaned 
completely at 2 or 4 weeks postpartum.; Swine Day, Manhattan, KS, November 10, 1983 
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